recognized as the same book. It has now twentysix authors instead of fourteen, and almost three hundred more pages. It has had various chapters on surgery grafted on, for the original book contained little. These are of varying quality. The chapter on operations for lymphoedema, written by an orthopTdist, is good but too short, although space is found for a separate chapter on ingrowing toenail by a 'podiatrist'. There is little or nothing to be found on renal artery stenosis. Angiography now has a chapter to itself but is very limited and omits phlebography and lymphography.
The original broader outlook of the book has in many places been lost, and it has become almost parochial. The chapter on varices, for example, contains no references to any work outside North America.
A History of Thoracic Surgery by Richard H Meade BS MD pp xx+933 illustrated $27.50 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1961 Thoracic surgery is a young specialty to have become the subject of historical study, but as history and new discoveries are made almost day by day it is valuable to see how it all happened.
Dr Richard Meade has provided a masterly appreciation of a subject in which he has taken an active part over many years and has delved into the distant past as well as recent times. A number of the pioneers of chest surgery are still alive and they can readily recall the steps and struggles in which they engaged to make this branch of surgery a practical proposition.
The skill of the author is apparent in the way in which he illustrates the stages in evolution, giving individual priorities their due, but placing each advance in relation to the background of medical progress.
It is a large and not inexpensive book, with numerous photographs and biographies of past and present exponents of this branch, but it is a 'must' for anyone interested in diseases of the chest and makes fascinating reading for any medi- The first volume of Pye led the student along the established pathways of general surgery; the second plunges him into the thickets of the specialties. Mr Kyle, the new editor, and his contributors have mapped a clear way across this difficult terrain. For the cognoscenti and those who have access to them the book is probably unnecessary reading. It should, however, prove a godsend to the lone houseman or general practitioner thrown on his own resources in an unfamiliar predicament.
Sir Reginald Watson-Jones sets a brisk pace in a masterly resume of fractures. The two editors, past and present, then take up the running and deal with the commoner minor operations and the treatment of abscesses. The itinerary includes the eye and ENT departments, radiology, pathology, and a brief visit to the dentist to find out how to cope with toothache. A catholic interpretation of 'specialty' allows descriptions of hand infections and injuries, varicose veins and vaccination. The book finally romps home with a fascinating chapter on snake-bites and a very necessary one on certification. Terseness of expression and practicability of advice are the hallmarks of each section.
Pye has so far defied time 'which antiquates antiquities', and untold doctors are grateful to its editors and writers for what they have taught. London: Edward Arnold 1962 This important new book is written by three authors and is clearly based on their own extensive experience of vascular diseases. The authors have been individually responsible for subjects which they have particularly studied, and this has lent an authoritative stamp to the whole work and has yet avoided imbalance or uneven presentation. As the preface states, the book is concerned with the surgery of the circulation beyond the heart itself, and disorders of the arterial, venous and lymphatic systems are described and discussed in a scientific and practical manner. Methods of investigation are particularly well outlined in relationship to the appropriate circulatory disorder and Dr David Sutton has written a very complete chapter on angiography. There are no weak links in this book, but some chapters excel in their content and presentation. This applies particularly to the sections on the cryopathies, arteriovenous fistulh and the lymphatic system.
The chapter on sympathectomy is a little disappointing, for the subject is discussed with scrupulous fairness to the large series of collected and varying results quoted, and in consequence loses some of the authority so noticeable in the rest of the work. The book is written throughout in a clear, precise style and the frequent use of thumbnail sketches of actual clinical problems is a pleasant device for illuminating and emphasizing a point. This book will become a standard
